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C. Location TBD

Cour se Overview

This course aims to give students a detailed kndydeof texts selected from a variety of
representative and influential modern authors.w@H as providing the student with some
degree of requisite contextual information regagdirographical, social and political
backgrounds, there will be a predominant emphas,ighout the course on the development
of some of the skills and vocabulary that are ndeddoster competent and persuasive literary
interpretation.

The issues raised throughout the course will beadsus as the works themselves and
typically might range from discussions of a speqifoetic technique to issues as broad and as
provocative as the self and society, class anduagg, God and nihilism and the nature and
function of art.

Class Sessions
Sessions 1 and 2: Selections from the work of Phiirkin

Sessions 3 and 4: Selections from the work of Teghds
Session 5 and 6:: Selections from the work of Sesaldeaney
Session 7: Poems from T.S.ElioPsufrock and Other Observations

Session 8: Developments in narrative techniquetlaahe: an examination of Evelyn Waugh's
A Handful of Dust

Session 9: Visit to National Portrait Gallery

Final examination: Exam times and locations willgosted on the BU London website and in
the Student Newsletter two weeks before exam dates.

The novelmust be read in advance. The poems we are to studyp&ilanded out in lectures
and various reading assignments will be given aaheveek. Some suggestions for
background and critical reading you will find onuyaeading list. Please make full uselbie



Compact Edition of the Oxford English Dictionavyhich you will find in the library and for
which there is no substitute.

All students must refrain from eating in classhgsWikipedia in their essays and leaving
mobile phones on during class (not in that paréicokder...).

Assignments and Assessments

1. One essay, at least 2000 words (about 8 typed pdgebkle-spaced in 12-point font). The
essay is to be devoted to one or more of the eatsave studied and is to be submitted
before the final examination. Titles to be discdssith the tutor. This essay accounts for
45% of your final grade.

2. Final exam consisting of one essay and one exdrcggactical criticism. No notes or
copies of texts will be allowed in the examinatioom. The exam accounts for 45% of
your final grade.

3. Participation in class sessions accounts for 10yeof final grade.

4. Class attendance is compulsory.

Grading

Please refer to the Academic Handbook for detgjtading criteria and information on
plagiarism:
http://www.bu-london.co.uk/files/images/ACADEMICHANBOOKSPO09. pdf

Readings

Additional readings may be posted on the coursepagé:
http://www.bu-london.co.uk/academic/en3@{@u must be logged in to view materials).

GENERAL:

B.Bergonzi (ed.,Jhe Twentieth Century (Sphere History of Englidbrature)Vol.7,1970.
W.C.BoothThe Rhetoric of Fictiof1961)

M.Bradbury & J.McFarlane (edsModernism : A Guide to European Literature 1890093
(latest ed.1991)

C.ButlerAfter the Wake : On the Contemporary Avant-Ggd80)

R.Ellmann & C.Feidelson (edsThe Modern Traditior{1965)

D.HeadThe Cambridge Introduction to Modern British Figti@950-2000(2001)
R.LangbaunThe Poetry of Experiend@963)

G.Matrtin & P.N.Furbank (eds])wentieth Century Poetry : Critical Essays and Doeumts
(1975)

D.C.Mueckelrony (1982)

Stratford-Upon-Avon Studies,18he Contemporary English Nov@l979)

P.TewThe Contemporary British Nov&2™ ed.,2007)

D.WalderLiterature in the Modern World : Critical Essaysdaocument$2”d.ed.,2004)

T.S.Eliot

For the poetry use eith&@he Selected Poerns Complete Poems and Plagdition,both Faber.
There is a biography by Peter Ackroyd (1984) but yall probably find the first section of
Lyndall Gordon'’s life more relevantEliot’'s Early Yearg1977.) For Eliot’'s prose you might
want to look at either hiSelected Essay® theSelected Prosed.J.Hayward,or the selection



edited by Frank Kermode. There is also an interwetl Eliot in The Paris Reviewio.21
(21959.)

B.C.SouthamA Student’s Guide to The Selected Poems of T.8.(@led.,1996)
B.C.SouthanPrufrock,Gerontion and other shorter poems of TIiBtE1978)
G.Smith JrT.S.Eliot’'s Poetry and Play4956)

H.KennerT.S.Eliot : Invisible Poef1959)

H.Kenner ed.T.S.Eliot : A Collection of Critical Essay$963)
D.E.S.MaxwellThe Poetry of T.S.EIli¢L960)

J.E.Miller T.S.Eliot ; The Making of an American Poet,18882.&2008)
A.D.Moody Thomas Stearns Eliot : Pogt980)

A.D.Moody ed., The Cambridge Companion to T.S.E[i»994)
C.RicksT.S.Eliot and Prejudic€1988)

E.SiggThe American T.S.Eliot: A Study of His Early Wgsi§1989)

E.M.Forster

The Penguin edition 3k Room With &/iew is a good edition to use,edited by Malcolm
Bradbury (2000.) The standard biography is statthy P.N.Furbank.M.Forster,A Life2
vols., (1977-8.)

R.MacaulayThe writings of E.M.Forstef1938,1970)

L.Trilling E.M.Forster(1940)

J.BeerThe Achievement of E.M.Forstdr962)

W.StoneThe Mountain and The Cay&966)

M.Bradbury ed.E.M.Forster : A Collection of Critical Essay$966)
G.CavaliercA Reading of E.M.Forstgd979)

J.Scherer & R.K.Martin edsE.M.Forster : Centenary Revaluatio(is983)
D.Bradshawrhe Cambridge Companion to E.M.Fors{2607)

Tony Harrison
There is a good, annotated selection of Harrispa&try inPermanently Bard1995) edited by
C.Rutter

N.Astley ed.,Tony Harrison : Blood Axe Critical Antholog$991)

J.KelleherTony Harrison(1996)

L.SpenceiThe Poetry of Tony Harrisof1994)

S.Byrne ed.Tony Harrison(1997)

S.Byrne'H’,’V’ and ‘O’ : The Poetry of Tony Harrisor{1998)

S.Sheehaithe Poetry of Tony Harrison (Focus QRP08)

For some pertinent comments on ‘v’ and obscenigythe chapter ‘Lars Porsena Revisited’ in
State of the Languag@&990 edition) eds., C.Ricks and L.Michaels

Seamus Heaney
The most generous selection of Heaney’s poetrisi®pened Ground : Poems 1966-1996
(1998.) There is a good interview with Heaney e Paris Reviewo0.144,1997.

B.MorrisonSeamus Heang982)

T.Curtis ed.,The Art of Seamus Heang982)

N.CorcoranSeamus Heang{t986)

M.Allen ed.,Seamus Heaney (new casebook se(lE297)
H.VendlerSeamus Heandt998)

E.AndrewsThe Poetry of Seamus Hear(@998)

K.M.Moloney Seamus Heaney & The Emblems of H@7)
D.O’'Driscoll Stepping Stones : Interviews with Seamus He 2@38)



B.O’Donoghue ed.The Cambridge Companion to Seamus He42e8)

Ted Hughes

For a cross section of Hughes’ work try the Fabellected Poem&003.) There is a
biography by Elaine Feinsteired Hughes : The Life of a P4@002) and the letters are
available in a Faber volume ( edited by Christogheid,2007)

K.SagarThe Art of Ted Hughgsev.ed. 1978)

K.Sagar ed.The Achievement of Ted Hugli&983)
K.SagarLaughter of Foxes : A Study of Ted Hug{2306)
E.FaasTed Hughes, the Unaccomodated Univgig30)
D.WalderTed Hughe$1987)

T.Gifford Ted Hughes (Routledge Guides to Literat&£)08)

For two usefully provocative, critical accountsHiighes see the essays by G.l.James, The
Animal Poems of Ted Hughes : A DevaluationSauthern Reviewol.ll,n0.3,1967,193-
203,and A.D.Moody’s ‘Telling it Like It's Not : T&éHughes and Craig Raine’ The
Yearbook of English Studiesel.17,1987,166-178.

Philip Larkin

For the poetry se€ollected Poemedited by A.Thwaite (1988) who also edited 8edected
Letters of Philip Larkin 1940-198@993.) The standard biography is by Andrew Motion
Philip Larkin : A Writer’s Life(1994) and for some of Larkin’s own prose writirsg® his
Required Writing(1983.)

A.BrownjohnPhilip Larkin (1975)

D.TimmsPhilip Larkin (1973)

A.Motion Philip Larkin (1982)

S.Regan edRhilip Larkin : The Critics Debate seri€$992)

S.Regan edPRhilip Larkin (New casebook serigd997)

N.MarshPhilip Larkin : The Poems (Analysing TextgD07)

R.H.PalmeiSuch Deliberate Disguises : The Art of Philip Lark2008)
J.Osbornea.arkin,ldeology and Critical Violence : A Case ofdffgful Conviction(2007)

D.H.Lawrence

There are several good editionsSufns and Loversaside from the Penguin you might find the
Everyman edition (D.Ellis,1991) or the Oxford pdperk useful (D.Trotter,1998.) Biography
by H.T.Moore (1974) and J.Worth&nH.Lawrence : The Early Years 1885-191291.)

F.R.LeavisD.H.Lawrence : NoveligtL956)

G.HoughThe Dark Sur{1957)

G.Salgado edSons and Lovers : A Selection of Critical Essayas@book)1969)
H.Coombes edD.H.Lawrence (Penguin Critical Antholog{)973)
J.WortherD.H.Lawrence and the Idea of the No(&Ed79)

B.FinneyLawrence’s Sons and Lovers (Penguin Critical stsidj#990)
A.FerrihoughThe Cambridge Companion to D.H.Lawrer{2601)

J.Worthen & A.Harrison edd}.H.Lawrence’s Sons and Lovers : A Caseb@i5)

Evelyn Waugh

It is important that you use the Penguin Twenti@éntury Classics edition éf Handful of
Dustwhich contains the alternative ending to the n@agelvell as an introduction and notes that
you will find helpful (edited by Robert Murray Dav) The standard biography is by C.Sykes,
Evelyn Waugh,A Biograph(iL975.)



M.BradburyEvelyn Waugt{1964)

R.M.DavisEvelyn Waugh,Writef1981)

J.HeathThe Picturesque Prison : Evelyn Waugh and his Wgiti982)
G.McCartneyConfused Roaring : Evelyn Waugh and the Modernidifion (1987)
C.V.Flor & R.M.Davis eds.Waugh Without End : New Trends in Evelyn Waughi&ud
(2005)

You will also find various valuable comments on ttevel interspersed throughdsititish
Writers of the Thirtieby Valentine Cunningham (1988.)

Virginia Woolf

Biography by Lyndall Gordon (1984) and Hermione (#897.) The most useful editions of
Mrs Dallowayinclude the Oxford paperback edited by C. Tom&l®o) and the Penguin
edition edited by E.Showalter and S.McNichol (1992.

N.T.BazinVirginia Woolf and the Androgynous Visi¢t973)

A.FleishmanVirginia Woolf ; A Critical Reading1975)

H.LeeThe Novels of Virginia Woo{L.977)

T.Lewis ed.Virginia Woolf : A Collection of Critical Essay4975)

R.PooleThe Unknown Virginia Woo(fL978)

R.Freedman edVirginia Woolf : Reevaluation and Continuit¥980)

S.Roe and S.Sellers edBhe Cambridge Companion to Virginia Wo(000)

There is also a collection of critical essaysuns Dalloway(andTo The Lighthougen the
new casebook series edited by Sue Roe (1993.)



